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Employer: Sooner Meats

Education : AAS, Redlands Community College: EI Reno, Oklahoma

I've been around livestock my whole life. My family
raised livestock, and | showed livestock. When it came
to school, | found animal science to be easy. My dad
said if | was good at something, enjoyed it, and could
make a living at it, | should do it. So, | went to my
local community college and majored in animal
science.

| was hired as a livestock buyer to select
premium animals for processing. Every day | apply
my knowledge of cattle breeds, markets,
communication, and salesmanship. | frequent
sale yards, where | bid on animals. | start each
day early in order to assess the quality of the
livestock before the auction begins. | strive to
purchase the best animals at the lowest cost. It
is essential that I'm alert
so | can make quick decisions. |
schedule transportation for animals that
have been bought. Another important aspect of my job
is staying up-to-date in regards to market conditions
and animal supply.

Some of my co-workers buy and inspect
livestock on farms. They are involved in the
preparation of contracts and may even advise the
ranchers in the care and maintenance of livestock
to ensure safe and efficient production.

| enjoy my work, and I’'m around people |

like. In fact, | can see myself doing this for the
rest of my career.





http://www.illinoisworknet.com/vos_portal/STEM/en/ILPathways/Agriculture/

