


| am often asked why | chose to be a biological
technician. My simple reply is that | like working in a
laboratory. In high school, | remember looking forward
to the lab activities in my biology and agriculture
classes. Those experiences gave me a pretty good
idea of the type of work | wanted to do. My teacher
said the local community college had a good
biological technician program, and | enrolled.

The duties of biological technicians vary
according to the field in which they work. I've
elected to work in a plant pathology lab. The
focus of our lab is the study of pathogens that
cause crop diseases. We seek ways to manage
the diseases to improve yields. In the lab, my
chief role is to assist the scientists. | set up,
operate, calibrate, and

maintain laboratory instruments
and equipment. | monitor tests and

experiments and make observations. | record results

and perform calculations. | may be asked to prepare
reports of lab results for internal and external use. |
also order supplies needed for daily laboratory

processes and activities.

I’m happy with my career choice. The
company | work for is well-managed, my
supervisor gives me a lot of responsibility, and
the nature of the work is interesting. | like having
to follow lab protocols when conducting tests in

order to obtain valid results.
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